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See attached page for more information.

HONORS ENGLISH 11
Assignment #1: Be prepared to take a test on Uglies.
Assignment #2: To Kill a Mockingbird assignment (see below)

Read the following guidelines carefully, and keep them in mind as you complete
your summer reading assignment for To Kill a Mockingbird:
1. Determine that you will try to read with understanding. Don’t just skim through
the story or read a summary of it. Read the entire novel.
2. When you come to a word you don’t understand, look at its context to
determine its meaning. You could also look up the meaning of the word in the
dictionary.
3. Pay close attention to the words used and think about why the author used
them. This can help you to determine the mood of the story.
4. Attempt to identify the main characters and their relationships to each other.
Note friendships, family relationships, and conflict between characters.
5. Are words and/or phrases used repeatedly? Does a character do the same
things or make the same mistakes repeatedly? What words and phrases offer
foreshadowing for the direction the story will take?
6. Pay attention to shifts in the story – places where the story changes direction.
7. Identify the setting(s) and how the setting impacts the story and characters.
8. Why did the author write the story? Does it seem to be for entertainment, to
influence opinion, to state a moral, or otherwise inform?
9. Are there similarities in the story to things that you already know about or that
relate to modern culture?
10. What do you think about the story and the writer’s style? Does the language fit
the story? Is it interesting? Is it told well?

Honors English 11 Required Reading:
To Kill a Mockingbird

Format:

Complete the following assignment and hand it in on the first day of school. Do your own work.
You may not talk with another student about the assignment, and you may not look for answers
from the Internet. Each assignment should be typed in MLA format, using Times Roman, 12-point
font with double-spacing throughout. Don’t forget the title (centered) as well as a header with
your last name and page number in the top right corner. In the top left corner of the first page,
please write the following:
Your Name
Teacher’s Name
Honors English 11
Due Date

Go to the Online Writing Lab for specific information and a sample: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/
research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html.

———————————————————————————————————
Assignment:
I. Read the novel.
II. Write the following:
★ Author: Write an in-depth paragraph about the author. Include her birth date, place of birth,
and major life events. What was significant about the historical period in which she lived? Is
she known for any other major works? Explain. (Cite your source in MLA format).
★ Summary: Write an in-depth paragraph summarizing the plot of To Kill a Mockingbird. (Write
this in your own words - do not use information from other sources).
★ Critical Analysis: To Kill a Mockingbird is a Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece of American
literature. Write an in-depth paragraph analyzing and evaluating the novel as a whole.
Support your analysis with specific details from the book. (Use MLA format in citing the book).
Incorporate answers to the following in your paragraph:
Explain the book’s title.
What is a central theme of the novel, and how does the book’s title relate to that
theme?
Why is this novel an enduring work of literary merit?

III. Works Cited Page

Whenever you cite sources in an essay, you are required to include a works cited page. Use
the Online Writing Lab for answers to your specific questions in citing sources: https://
owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/
mla_works_cited_page_basic_format.html

